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The words and intuitions of a magistrate who believed 
in youngsters
Twenty-seven years have passed since Protected Illegality, the unique 
collection of rocco Chinnici’s writings, was printed for the first time. 
The volume includes the invaluable preface by Paolo borsellino, 
one of the most touching/beautiful pages ever written on judge 
Chinnici’s figure and work. The book delves into major issues, such 
as mafia-related crimes, drug trafficking and its socio-economic 
impact, and highlights the importance of involving young people 
to create a culture based on (the principles of ) legality. New essays 
give further insight on the man who, after Cesare Terranova’s mur-
der, became examining magistrate at the Court of Palermo during 
a crucial moment in the history of the fight against Mafia.   
Protected Illegality provides the tools to understand the innovative 
method introduced by rocco Chinnici, the first modern magistrate, 
the first to understand that to fight the Mafia phenomenon it is 
essential to be united and work as one (force).
The volume collects several papers written by renowned personali-
ties, such as attilio bolzoni,  Caterina Chinnici and giovanni Chinnici 
(rocco Chinnici’s sons).
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Rocco Chinnici (Misilmeri, 1925 – Palermo, 1983). in 1979 he is appointed magistrate of the Court of Cassation and 
becomes head of the examining office in Palermo, following the murder of his predecessor, judge Cesare Terranova. 
Chinnici was the first to realise the importance of sharing information and working as a team to fight criminality and, 
with that in mind, he gathered a group of valuable magistrates (such as giovanni Falcone, Paolo borsellino and gi-
useppe di lello), which will later be known as the “antimafia pool”. he signed the warrant to arrest boss Michele greco 
and investigated the “untouchable” collectors antonino and ignazio salvo but, due to his inquires, he was brutally 
murdered by the mafia on 29th July 1983 with a car bomb explosion, which also killed two of his bodyguards, Mario 
Trapassi and salvatore bartolotta, and the janitor of the building he lived in, stefano li sacchi.
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